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WHAT THE CSS MEANS (ALL OF WHICH SHOULD BE IN THE <HEAD> SECTION OF YOUR WEBSITE) 

<style> Tells your browser you are using CSS 
ul { 
    list-style-type: none; 
    margin: 0; 
    padding: 0; 
    overflow: hidden; 
    background-color: black; 
} 

This section is for the navigation bar 

li { 
    float: left; 
} 

This is where the links go on the navigation bar (Li 
means list) 
• You can choose the links to be on the left or 

right 
li a, .navigationbarsection { 
 display: inline-block; 
 color: white; 
 text-align: left; 
 padding: 14px 16px; 
 text-decoration: none; 
 font-family: Arial, Helvetica, sans-serif; 
 font-weight: bold; 
  
} 

This is the ‘section’ or ‘category’ on the navigation 
bar before you hover over it 
• Changing the color will change the colour of the 

text 
• You need the padding to give a space to the left 

and right of the word and it is measured in pixels 
• Text decoration could be underline but it does 

not look very nice! 
• Font Family is where the font used in the order 

given 
• Font Weight could be normal or bold 
 

li a:hover, .navigationbar:hover 
.navigationbarsection { 
 background-color: blue;} 

This is about what happens when you hover over 
the navigation bar 
• You can change the colour of the ‘highlight’  

li.navigationbar { 
    display: inline-block; 
} 

This part is how the dropdown will appear  
• Keep this as an inline block 

.navigationbar-dropdown { 
 display: none; 
 position: absolute; 
 background-color: blue; 
 min-width: 160px; 
 box-shadow: 0px 8px 16px 0px 
rgba(0,0,0,0.2); 
} 

This is section is about what the dropdown part will 
look like 
• You could change the background color of the 

highlight 
• You could tweak the min-width to adjust the 

width of the dropdown part 
• You could add a box-shadow if you want the 

edge to stand out more 
• If you don’t like the shadow you could delete the 

line and use border-style: solid; instead 
.navigationbar-dropdown a { 
    color: white; 
    padding: 12px 16px; 
    text-decoration: none; 
    display: block; 
    text-align: left; 
    font-family: Arial, Helvetica, sans-serif; 
    font-weight: bold; 
} 

This section is about the colour of the hyperlinks on 
the dropdown part of the navigation bar 
• You need the padding to give a space to the left 

and right of the word and it is measured in pixels 
• Text decoration could be underline but it does 

not look very nice! 
• Font Family is where the font used in the order 

given 
• Font Weight could be normal or bold 
 

.navigationbar-dropdown a:hover {background-color: 
white} 

This section is the colour that highlights over the 
dropdown menu item your mouse is hovering over 

.navigationbar:hover .navigationbar-dropdown { 
    display: block; 
} 

This section displays the highlight as a block of 
colour 

</style> This is what you put at the end of your CSS code 
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What the HTML means (all of which should be in the <BODY> section of your website) 

<ul> This is the tag for an unordered (bulleted) list 
<li><a href="index.html">HOME</a></li> 
 

This is the first menu item called HOME for the 
navigation bar – it has a hyperlink to index.html 
• You can change the href to a different page or 

website 
• You can change the text between > and </A> 

with what you want the menu to say 
<li><a href="http://www.google.co.uk">This goes to 
Google but has no dropdown</a></li> 

This is the next menu item and is just a hyperlink 
with n dropdown menu 
• You can change the href to a different page or 

website 
• You can change the text between > and </A> 

with what you want the menu to say 
<div class="navigationbar-dropdown"> 
      <a href="http://www.google.co.uk">Google</a> 
      <a href="http://www.bing.com">Bing</a></li> 

This is a dropdown menu where the first link does 
nothing (as it is the ‘section’) there are hyperlinks in 
a dropdown menu when you hover over the section  
• You can change the href to a different page or 

website 
• You can change the text between > and </A> 

with what you want the menu to say 
<li class="navigationbar"> 
    <a href="http://www.bbc.co.uk" 
class="navigationbarsection">This is a link as are 
the links below</a> 
    <div class="navigationbar-dropdown"> 
      <a href="http://www.yahoo.co.uk">Google</a> 
      <a href="http://www.ask.co.uk">Bing</a> 
    </div> 
  </li> 

This is a dropdown menu where the ‘section’ is a 
hyperlink and there are hyperlinks in a dropdown 
menu when you hover over the section  
• You can change the href to a different page or 

website 
• You can change the text between > and </A> 

with what you want the menu to say 

</ul> This ends the unordered list 
 


